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MUST OUR STATE PARKS BE SOLD? 


An astonishing statement is credited by 
United Press under Sacramento dateline of 
November 1) to State Assembly Speaker Sam 
Le Collins, who was reported to have de=- 
clared the State of Californie "had bet- 
ter start liquidating" state parks: after 
being told at a legislative budget com- 
mittee meeting that the source for ‘their 
maintenance is gone. 

State parks and beaches, the statement 
continues, have been operated and devel- 
oped from oil royalties from state lands 
(mostly tidelands) which the U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled belong to the Federal 
Government. 'Wetre not going to get any 
money from oil," lir, Collins said, "and 
now is a good time to sell real estate." 

Must these parks be sold because the 
Speaker of the Assembly recormends it, 
especially with arguments based on inac- 
curacics? We hope not, but by now we 
have learned not to ignore such danger 
signals, for they frequently indicate 
planned action going on behind the scenes. 

While Speaker Collins seems to consider 
our state parks just so much "exvendable 
real estate," many millions of visitors 
annually find inspiration and recreation 
within the chain of state parks reaching 
from the redwood groves in the. north to 
the beach parks in Southern California. 
The attendance records for Big. Basin State 
Park, for instance, show more than half a 
million visitors during the current year; 
the Founders Tree in the Humboldt red- 
woods drew 325,000 visitors; and even the 
Donner lonument had 89,000, 

We hardly need justify our state parks 
to Sierra Club members, but the public © 
needs education, which could come from 
letters to the newspapers protesting this 
proposal; and it would certainly help to 
let Governor Ylarren and your representa- 
tives in the State Assembly and: Senate 
know of your feelings on this. score. 

Actually we doubt that the state parks 
could be sold very easily, (cont. page lh 
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CHAPTER ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

At its organization meeting on Novenber 
10, the San Francisco Bay Chapter elected 
its officers for the coming year. Edward 
"Ted" Grubb will fill the post of Chair- 
man, with Edgar Wayburn as Vice-Chairman, 
Holen Rudy moves from one hard job to 
another--from Treasurer to Secretary--and 
Herb Arner succeeds her as Treasurer, 
(Herb will have the pleasure of working 
with a brand new. bookkeeping system re- 
cently set up for-the Chapter by liartin - 
Cogburn, ) 

Appointments of new standing committees 
for the various Chapter activities have 
not yet been amounced, but the informa- 
tion will be in Yodeler columns soon. 
Dick Monges will” continue in the man- 
killing job of Local Walks Chairman (but 
he seems to be thriving on itl). ; 


QOOQOO000 OONOO00O00000 
DOWN THE GRANITE GORGE OF THE coLorapo() 
Films taken by () 

Francis and Marjory Farquhar . () 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 8 Pu. () 
Fredrick Burk Auditorium ) 

Hermann and Market Sts. ,San Francise ) 
{) 

) 

) 

) 


Limited to members 6nly-~but donitt 
tliss these wonderful picturest . 
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NEW APPOINTLENTS IN PARK SERVICE -° 


Of especial interest to the Sierra Club 
are the recent sponaninante in the Nation- 
al Park Service of Frank A. Kittredge, Dr. 
Carl P, Russell, and Eivind Scoyen. ©All, 
three of these are Sierra Club members. 
Lr. Kittredge will go ‘to Washington as 
chief engineer for the National Park 
Service; Dr. Russell will succeed him as 
superintendent at Yosemite; and lir. Scoy- 
en will become superintendent of Sequoia- 
Kings Canyon National Parks’, succeeding 
Colonel John R. White (also, a Sierra Club 
meriber) , whose resignation was announced 
in the last Yodeler,. 


ST™RRA CLUB YODELER - apne 
‘A semi-monthly publication | of ‘the San 


Francisco Bay Chapter, Address all con- 
munications to: Yodeleditor, Sierra Club, 
1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco 4 


Subscription: $1.00 per year (20 issues) 


Yodeler Staff 
Vivian Schagen, Editor 
Kenneth Adam Yvonne Louis 
Elsa Bailey Harriet Parsons 
Evelyn Blackman Helen Perry 
Cicely Christy Bob Russell 
Dick Dilley John P. Schagen 
Jean Gilfillan Margaret Shaub 
Pearl Sigrand 


Next Deedline: 
Monday, December 3, 1947, 6 PM 
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IT SEEMS TO US-- 

--that conservation is of top importance 
to Sierrans. Why not, therefore, conserve 
your energy and do your Christmas shopping 
at Sierra Club headquarters? There are 
all kinds of choices and prices to suit 
every Sierra Club taste. 

We suggest: 

RAMBLINGS IN THE HIGH SIERRA, by Joseph 
Le Conte. A book which should be in 
every Sierran's library (but which can't 
be, as it was a limited edition, and 
there are not too many copies left). $2.06. 

GUIDE TO THE JOHN MUIR TRAIL by Walter 
Starr, Jr. Another "must" for your Sierra 
Club friends. $2.06. 

MANUAL OF SKI MOUNTAINEERING, a Sierra 
Club product, with valuable articles by 
Robinson, Leonard, Nilsson, Kimball, Brow- 
er, the Hildebrands, and others. Special 
edition with gold imprint, $2.58. 

A subscription to the Yodeler for those 
benighted acquaintances who don't sub- 
scribe, or for those equally benighted 
friends who don't subscribe either, but 
who borrow your copy and don't return it, 
$1.00. 

A Sierra Club pin, They come in several 
sizes, and in gold, silver and bronze--~ 
from $1.00 to $1.90, Neat and to the 
point! 

A Christmas present to yourself--or if 
you're feeling generouse-to a special 
fellow member--a Life Membership in the 
club, $100.00. 

And--one of our better suggestions-- 
fer your non-Sierra Club friend--a member- 
ship in the Fie club. $9.00 at this time of 


- YODDLDARS “Tmt 


-=-that Joseph N. Le Conte has been 
gravely ill in U.C. Hospital, but is 
returning to Carmel this week. 


--that Daisy and Dick Johnson have 
moved to Chico, where they both have 
new positions and in a very short time 
wiil actually have a place to live! 
The Bay Chapter, and particularly the 
NSS, will miss the Johnsons. 


~-that Elizabeth (Rutan) Smith is in 
the Emmanuel Hospital in Portland »where 
she is rapidly recovering from a recent 
operation. 


--that Ernest Dawson, who is seriously 
ill at his home in Los Angeles, has 
announced his retirement from book- 
selling after fifty-two active years. 
The Publishers Weekly in a recent issue 
salutes Ernest Dawson on his retirement, 
calling him “one of California's most 
influential bookselling figures." He has 
turned over the management of the shop 
to Glen and Muir. 


--of the marriage of Isabel Rasmussen 
and Harold Eberhart, who first met at 
Clair Tappaan Lodge last winter. 


--that Jean Gilfillan is now getting 
around on both feet again after a long 
session in "broken-bones bivouac", 


--that Midge Fawcett has returned from 

a five weeks vacation which included her 
home in Rochester, Minnesota, the Black 
Hills, and Yellowstone National Park. 


--that Edward 0. ("Ned") Allen is open- 
ing his new office (just a young man 
starting out for himself) at 1031 Mills 
Building--only a few doors from the Club 
office. 


--that Dorothy Di Pietro will be married 
on November 23 to Dana Cox. 


--that the various committee exhibits at 
the Annual Dinner--a new and different 
feature--will be really scmething to 
see, 


--that at least two Yodelereaders have 
sent in suggestions for a new Yodele¥ 
head; the Art Department is looking then 
over and working on ideas of ite own, 
How about yours? 


year ($7.50 if the friend is under 21). 
$7.50, too, for the husband or wife of a 
menber--what could be a better gift for 
your spouse? 
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On Sussag#, October 26, 
thict for that hung over their destina- 
tion, while the rest of Litters ares. 
basked in sunshine, 27 i/SSters and their 
ruests enjoyed their trip to todeo La- 
ZOONes 

The triv, 
be lon’; remembered 
October as pect, 


* NATURAL SCISNCR SROTT 
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led by iarshall Jencks, will 
for its Sprinr in 

in spite of the wintry - 
tenpernture. . The hills were in new 
green, meadow larls were sinzingr, and 
there vere brilliant colors, due not 

only to flowers, but also to ‘galicor- 
nia which save a rich reddish color to 
the salt ~arshes, The succulent yelloi- 
flowered composite, Jaumea carnosa, prowe 
ing along the edge of the lagoon, and 
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides with its new 
leaves enclosed in "cellophane bags" vied 
for attention with approximately forty 
species of birds, 

Between trips to the much appreciated 
fire on the beach, thanks to an unlimited 
supply of driftwood, many interesting 
birds were noted. Certainly, the most ~ 
numerous were the brown pelicans ‘wio def- 
initely were "in" on the large rock~off 
shore, and who were responsible for the 
"path of q uills" between the ‘rock end 
-the lagoon. The four female ‘buffle heads 
stole the show 
ed night herons, 
sand pipers,~ egrets, 
were also seen. 


CALENDAR 


Friday, Nov. 21. lfilis Tower Assembly 
Room, 7:00 Pi. Dre Paul Wilson will speck 
on "A Naturalist in Marin County”. 

Sunday, Nove 30. Planting: sanother road 
cut. Details in previous Yodeler. 
Saturday, Dec. 5. Notify any member of 
the NS S Committee (see schedule for 
names) at the earliest possible time if 
you wish to sit at the special NSS table 
at the Annual Dinner. 

Sunday, Deo. 7. Bird watehing at Lake 
lerritt for those who can get up} Meet at 
10:30 a om. at the feeding station. SiF. 
members take 9:45 "B" train to Perkins. 
Street. 

Friday, December 19. Kay and Dick Har- 
greaves will show some some of ie alas 
taken curing their sojurn in England. 


coots, grebes, 


for the ducks. Black+crow- 
\ A R Ver 
cormorants, neck of Los Altos and Bert Werder of 


2 
Kingfishers and hawks "edwood City. 


‘forthcoming to L.P. members, 


Gabardine, size 34-tall. 
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LOMA PRIETAN PRATIN'S 
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NOVEBER DOINGS: 

Santa Clara Valley is really beautiful 
these Fall days and the L.P. Local: Walks 
Committee has scheduled some mony wonder= 
ful trips. ; 


November 25. Los Trancos Woods .e 
Drive through the Stanford golf course 
and out thrée miles on the Portola Road 
to a sign on.the left marked “Los Trane 
cos Woods", Follow the arrows to the 
parking place. Meet Russell and Dorothy 
Varian at 9:50. The hike will be six 
miles, maximum elevation 1200 feet, 
Bring canteen. 


Noverber 30. = Ift. Umunhum (from ‘the 


Guadalup 6 Hills). Drive from San Jose 


“about seven miles out Almaden Road to 


Almaden School. Turn ‘right on Guadalupe 
Canyon Road and continue about 11 miles 
to the junction of Rincon and Guadalupe 
Creeks about one mile beyond Guadalupe 
dam, keeping left at forks in the road. 
Meet Don and Lynda Woods at 9:30 aem 

at the Rincon Creek bridge, Hike to the 
top of Mt. Uinunhum, about nine miles 
round trip. Bring canteen, 


SCHED pasiadia CORRECTIONS - Through an over- 
Bight, ht, two important names were left off 


the Consorvat ion Committee; Frank Duve- 


Both have served on the 
comnittee before and wish to continue in 
that capacity with the Loma Prieta Chap= 
ter. We have appreciated their work in 
the past and are very happy to ha ve 
then continue in that good work. 


DECEMBER NEWS Prieta Christmas 


= Loma 


Party will be held Friday evening; Decem- 


ber. 12, at the 
in Saratoga, California. 


Saratorza Federated Church 
Cards will be 
and others 
are very welcome. 


--Anice Georte 
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FOR SALE - 
Lddddddddddddddsddddpdiddde 
New automatic electric toaster (Proctor); 
also tailoremade riding breeches, brown 
Almost HeWadcon 


reasonable price. For these items call 


Hallie Reeder, 10 6-5068 (eves.). 


Number 18, Page 
DINNER TICKETS ON SALE 


Early ticket sales for the Annual Din- 
ner, scheduled for Dec. 6, indicate that 
the Sierra Club's glittering social 
event at the Fairmont will be a sellout, 
This year's dinner will feature exhibits 
showing accomplishments of the club as 
exemplified by the work of its standing 
committees. If this doesn't sound very 
exciting, just think, that peculiar 
creature in jeans may be a dream with 
the new look, It only costs $5.00, in- 
cluding tax and tipt 


State Parks (cont. from page 1) 

for half the cost of most of them came 
from matching money supplied by private 
individuals and organizations whose don- 
ation usually carried a moral or legal 
trust of a perpetual nature. Many don- 
ors were far-sighted enough to know how 
in future years--but hardly so soon-- 
exploiters would aspire to get their 
itchy fingers on these choice bits of 
public domain. 

Furthermore the state pari: system was 
not always maintained from royaities from 
oil leases, and by the way, it is not 
yet positively sure that the State will 
lose all this revenue. Originally, the 
budget came from the general fund and 
in late years there has been quite an 
income from users! charges and conces- 
sionaires, 

Perhaps the Division of Parks and 
Beaches may have to get along on less 
and struggle harder to maintain the 
good type of personnel they have been 
building in late years. They haven't, 
for instance, been able as yet to furn- 
ish many of the ranger staff with ade- 
quate housing, let alone provide the 
public with proper conveniences and 
Sanitary facilities, 

With our rapid population increase 
and already saturated recreation use of 
urban and national parks, one wonders 
if the State of California or the citi- 
zens thereof could do anything but in- 
erease rather than diminish the number 
of state parks, But time will tell, 
end in the meantime the termite lobby- 
itts at Sacramento may already be 
“vawing at the foundations of our won- 
derful state park system. It will be 
mainly up to us and conservationists 
of California in general to prevent its 
collapse by convincing the authorities 
of the need of state parks and budgets 
adequate to maintain them,. 

--Art Blake 
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THE SOCIAL CLIMBER 


Forty-five--or thereabouts--rock climb- 
ers turned out to play on Pinnacle Rock 
Sunday afternoon, November 16, Appe- 
tites well sharpened by their exertions, 
they were able to cope with the supper 
brewed later at the Browers, And then 
--what an evening! 

Surprise Surprise} 
The Browers had two surprises that 
evening. The first was the house- 
warming sprung upon them by a large 
group of Sierra Club friends during 
that quiet ({) moment when the rock 
climbers had settled down after dish- 
washing. Forty-five--or thereabouts-- 
Sierrans appeared bearing a large gift, 
a wonderful poem written by Charlotte, 
(and read by Bestor in appropriately 
presidential tones) and the usual noise 
and activity that such a group always 


" manages to bring with it. 


Second surprise for the Browers was 
that their house, which they were 
pleased to discover actually held for- 
ty-five or so people fairly easily, 
also held well over eighty--easily? 

(We hear that the Educational Committee 
thinks it has at last found the rubber 
hall it is looking. fort) 

The remainder of the evening was 
spent by the Browers excavating in the 
hay for the dishes which were the gift 
part of the surprise; enjoying the Far- 
quhars! fine Colorado River movies 
(see notice in this Yodeler), and the 
Dyers! Alaska slides; eating again-- 
this time wonderful cake provided by 
various fine Sierran cooks, 


A quote from the Southern Sierran--a 
letter from Director Weldon Heald: 
"Phyllis and I recently had the great 
pleasure of doing a little something on 
direct conservation and at the same time 
remembering someone who loved the out- 


doors as much as anyone I ever knew, We 
went up the Redwood Highway to pick out 
a memorial grove for my mother, It is 
located in the Prairie Creek State Park 
above Orick and will be known as the.’ 
Laura G. Heald Grove. Although not very 
impressive from the highway (all those 
went long ago) it contains a magnificent 
stand in back along the slope of the 
creek--and one splendid twenty-footer 

by the road under which will be placed 
boulder and plaque, 
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HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


Some months ago, members of the Lodge 
Committee discussed the.need of a 
"face-lifting" treatment for the liv- 
ing room of Clair Tappaan Lodge. 

It was therefore decided, after the 
presentation of sketches and plans, 
that the job would be undertaken by 
Fritz Baldauf and staff with the as- 
sistance of work parties in the final 
installation, 

Of course, all of us who have enjoyed 
the Lodge at Norden, either for the ski 
season or during the fine summer months, 
know taat. there was a great need for 
more and better seating, if nothing else, 

Consequently, the chairs were designed 
to afford maximum comfort with siuple 
structure; the settles and sofa (an 8 
foot one, incidentally), to increase 
the seating areas; the footstools to ex» 
tend it to its limit. Naturally, tables 
were an integral part of the plan and 
were constructed with enphasis on stur- 
diness as well as usefulness. 

The colors used are designed to create 
an interesting effect, at once restful 
and gay. The furniture, in contrast 
to the lighter walls, is stained a rich 
brown and neatly strapped (thanks to 
Keith Lummis and workers) with tape 
of bright crimson, The upholstery fab- 
ric is a ‘beautiful green sail-cloth as 
is also the material of which the drap- 
eries are made. 

A new scheme in illuminationeof the 
living room is the final step in the 
redecoration, It will eliminate the 
many ugly single bulbs which now hang 
from ceiling cords, 

A decorator cannot please all of the 
people all of the time nor, for that 
matter, some of the people any of the 
time , but we do hogs you will like it: 

wormed, C, G. 


? SKIING SNOW ? 

Skiing already at Norden? Of course, if 
you'll take what you can find! A dozen 
of us skied down (or up?) pump house 
hill last week end, There were 8 to 10 
inches of snow which pretty well covered 
the rocks, and we even had fresh powder 
on Sunday, Signal probably had a foot 
and a half, and there were skiable 
areas which could have been packed down 
with a little expenditure of energye 
Two parties even skied over to Peter 
asi to do some wark on the hute 

mmm» Be 
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ADD-LIBEING 
Once again the.power of the press as- 
serts itself, Yessir, that little blank 
space, which you will recall represented 
this column's complete report of recent 
Library Committee attendance, has had 
surprising results, 

“On October 21, eight Sierrans attend- 
ed the committee meeting. The follow- 
ing Tuesday five showed up, four more 
on election night, and seven on Novem~ 
ber 11. The helpers include Louise 
Tillmanshofer, liae ioran, Virginia Ward, - 
Barbara Weiler, Rosalie Wolf (a "ringer"), 
Diana Bell, Flora Chell, Sam French, 
Frances Blake, Helen Waterman, Rita 

teland, Al Glenn and Bill Sattler. 

Please don't misunderstand us, . Te 
still need help--and badly. Any Tues- 
day, at 7:15 pom. Right now assist- 
ance will be particularly appreciated 
with the pre-anmual directors! meeting 
cleanup in full swinge 


a ee OT a 


. The-Librery Committee is going to put 


on an exhibit at the Annual Dinner; and 
we think that you will find it well 
worth the price of the dinner. Of 
course, even if you don't like the ex- 
hibit, you-will get something to eat 

and other quid pro quo, 


CLAIR TAPPAAN LIBRARY 


Recent additions to the library at the 
Lodge include ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN YOSE- 
MITE, given by Lewis Clark; THE BEST 
STORIES OF BRET HARTY, from Harriet 
Parsons} and THE WHITE TOWER, sent to us 
by Margaret Gosker, We certainly thank 
these donors, and would like to remind 
readers that there is still plenty of 
room on the library shelves for more 
books on mountaineering and kindred sub- 
jects. ---Cicely Christy 


HERE AT LAST 
The annual ‘photograph exhibit, inelud- 
ing a'dogen or more interesting albums 
and many attractive mounted enlarge- 
ments, opened today at the Glub rooms. 
fs usual, the pictures bring back 
vividly to mind the delightful combin- 
ation of mountain scenery and mountain . 


living known as Sierra Club outings. 


The exhibit will continue through 
December 6¢ 
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CHAPTER TO MEET AT WEST POINT 


Put the chapter meeting on your MUST 
list! ‘Time - the noon and afternoon of 
Sunday, Nove30. Don't be fooled by tho 
schedule; it isn't necessary to take a 
ten-mile hike for the round trip to. 
West Point unless you love to hike, All 
you have to:do is drive to Mountain Thee 
ater or take the Bolinas bus to Bootjack 
or Pan Toll, and then take a gentle 
stroll of about a mile to the mecting 
place, 

So bring your lunch and give the new 
Bay Chapter officers a rousing welcomes 
They will be introduced by Ken Adam, the 
retiring chairman. Ken and his commite 
tee chairmen will give brief reports of 
their activities for the past year. 

Come and enjoy the fellowship of kindred 
Sierrans and the super view while you 
find out what ed chapter has been up 
TO 


OVERNIGHT IN ARMSTRONG STATE PARK 


Almost forty people camped under the rede 
woods of Armstrong State Park on the 
November8-9 week end, End of the season 
camping is always an adventure, and 
seven inches of.rain underfoot {how many 
feet under?e-Ed,) had discouraged all 
other campers, with the delightful ree 
sult that the Club had the whole redwood 
canyon to itself, and all of us were 
conscious of the expressive silence 
below the great trees. 

An evening in the recreation hall of 
the park, with a grand log fire, and the 
fun of dancing the Virginia Reel under 
Al Glenn's direction, warmed us for 
the frosty night in camp. On Sunday 
most of the group hiked up to sunny 


warm hills around the head of the canyone 


We certainly thank our leaders, Bob 
Schallenberger and Dick Monges, for a 
lovely and well-planned trip. --CIX . 


TUESDAY DINNER DATING 


Nov. 25 = Ne program. Attend the Colorado 
River pictures at San Francisco State 
College, auspices Educational Committee, 
(See page 1.) 
Dec. 2 «# Colonel Irwin Isaacs, who has 
€alked once before to us, will speak on 
“Observations on Our Military Occupation 
of Japan." Carl Bowman will be chairman 
for the evening. 
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MICKEY O*BRIEN PASSES 


Hikers of Marin trails were saddened by 
death at Alpine Lodge on Nov. 9 of Frank 
(Mickey ) O'Brien. Mickey, a specialist 
in winter ascents long before the mod- 
ern technique of snowcraft became a 
popular sport, is best known as the edi- 
tor, for 23 years, of California Out-of- 
Doors, the publication of the Tamalpais 
Conservation Club. A member of the 
Cross Country Club, a group of super 
hikers, he was equally vigorous in the 
fight for Tamalpais State Park. Mickey 


_ was also active in affairs of the Moune 


tein Play Association and the California 
Alpine Club. 


SCENIC SIGHTS IN EAST BAY 

The Berkeley Hiking Club, led by Harry 
and Betty Adamson, hosted Sierra Club 
members on a hike in the Oakland Hilis. 

From our starting point at Mills Cam- 
pus, we walked up to Devils Punch Bowl 
and then crossed Portuguese Flat. 
Following down the trail, we gained a 
magnificent view of it. Diablo and sur- 
rounding hills. From there we went up 
to Yellow Tail and Dead Horse Gulch, 
where we stopped for lunch. 

Later in the afternoon we cescended 
to the Montclair district to catch the 


bus, and from there had a beautiful 


view of Tamalpais showing through the 
foge 
Sierra Club gnembers who enjoyed their 
East Bay outing will have the pleasure 
of playing hosts to the Berkeley Hiking 
Club on March 14, when we go to Pine . 
fountain. --Dick Monges 


ICE SKATING 


Anyone who is interested in skating with 
other Sierra Club members at one of the 


San Francisco ice rinks should. comnuni.- 


cate with Walter Rivers at San Anselmo 
5396-W. aes 


ONLY A REMINDER 


Widely: varied entertainment--dancing--= 
and best ef alle-A Good Dinner!--await 
you at the Lido Club, 915 Columbus Ave. 
“Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27th at 5 pm. 
Let's. have those reservations! 
Madaline Spaine-PR 5-5591 


